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Ah! Fall; in some ways my favorite season because the days are still warm, yet the nights
are cool and crisp. Our summer activities wind down and the school year activities gear
up. As we do so this year there is a large dose of uncertainty involved. We hope and plan
for things to be like we want them to be yet we don't really know what to expect, so we
also make other plans to cover contingencies that we can dream up. One of the hidden
blessings in all of this, and I mean that sincerely, is that there has been a lot of creativity
that has let loose. The Spirit is moving in some surprising ways in and amongst us. Of
course the Spirit tends to do this anyway, but in many ways we are more attuned to
it. One of the great blessings of this parish is that I have not often heard the sentence that
every pastor dreads; "We've never done it that way before." Yet, even here in this marvelously flexible community of faith, we have been shaken out of our rut and have adapted to
doing things differently with a spirit of grace, and not a little bit of humor. The pot is being
stirred in a good way; people and ideas are coming forth. Things are happening...It is great
and humbling to watch the Spirit move in this place, while walking alongside each of you. I
thank you for your patience, as we have adapted technology and services. I thank you for
your ideas and energy that have led to creative ways of doing things. I thank you for your
faith and open spirit as things shift and change around us.
In this newsletter and in your mail you have received, or will soon receive, some information about Sunday School, Confirmation, Youth groups, Bible Study etc. If you have any
questions or ideas, please don't hesitate to share them. They are most welcome. As the
Apostle Paul says, "I give thanks to God for each of you and your faithful witness."
-Pastor Peter

Bethany Lutheran Church: bethanylutheranemmetsburg.com Fb: Bethany/Lostislandparish
Lost Island Lutheran Church www.lostislandlutheranchurch.com
Office Email: offsecr@gmail.com
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Financial Email: bethanyfinance20@gmail.com
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Office hours: Mon-Thurs 9 AM - Noon (adjusted
during this time) Office phone: 712-852-4450

Help with youth group, Sunday school, altar guild, WELCA, be a prayer

AUGUST 2020 Bethany Lutheran Church Treasurer’s Report
Attendance average:
MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDS:
MONTHLY BEGINNING BALANCE
(3,056.34)

warrior, be on a board, help out around the church in some way shape or form.

Circle Schedules

*Tabitha Circle: TBA
*Sarah Circle: Mo Meetings dur ing Summer months
*Mary Martha Circle: TBA
*Ruth Circle: TBA

Morning Quilting
Night Quilters
Mondays- 9 AM weekly
1st and 3rd Monday’s at 6pm
(Morning Quilters will resume 9/14/20)
Adult Bible Study
1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays
6:00pm
*Starting in October

Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays @ Noon
At this time, we are unsure when
we will resume our Bible Study.
Please let Pastor know of any
ideas you may have so that we
can meet once again.

INCOME
Offerings

8,917.00

PPP Loan/Pending Grant
Miscellaneous Income
Sunday School

20,102.75

Total Income

29,019.75

EXPENSES
Personnel Expenses

7,813.01

Program Expenses

386.40

Office Expenses

415.86

Property Expenses

1,172.70

Western IA Synod

0.00

Damascus Road

0.00

NO ELCA Donations

We remember those in special need of God’s love and care including:
Cordell Poldberg, Don Crocoll, Roger Will, Wilma Nielsen, Stacie Fjetland, Robert Mortenson Jr.,
Duane Schipull, Catharine Dillon, Linda Gjerde, Dean Newlon, Larry Chuning, Kyle Anderson,
Susan Wheeler (Sharon Omundson’s sister), Linda Umbrell, Phyllis Schroeder, Janis Campbell,
Debra Zanfes, Teresa Jensen, Garwin Anderson, Lucille Anderson, and all those we name in our
hearts.
*Our missionary: Courtney Davis in Papua New Guinea
*Our companion synods: The Southern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in TanzaniaYakobi Parish, companion with Lost Island, Bethany, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Chile.
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TOTAL EXPENSE

9,787.97

Income Less Expenses

19,231.78

GENERAL FUND BALANCE

16,175.44

If you have any questions concerning the finances of the church please feel free to call me.
Thanks! Michael (These figures are current up to Aug 25)
Bethany would like to encourage online monetary offerings. The
local Emmetsburg banks each provide a FREE online bill pay service which can arrange recurring weekly or monthly payments. If
you need more information, contact your local Emmetsburg bank
at your earliest convenience.
If you have any financial questions, please email Michael at bethanyfinance20@gmail.com and
he can answer any questions.
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COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Do you have questions? Need assistance? Contact your
council members and they will get you connected with the

Bethany
Angie Hetrick, President
712-298-0331
Joe Neary, Vice President
712-852-2642
Aletha King-Treasurer
424-3611; 298-0684
Diane Clasing-Steger, Secretary 712-298-1003
Pam Hermansen
254-717-0787
Chuck Duhn
712-298-1027
Dianne Hough
712-852-2169
Mark Evans
712-260-5651

Lost Island
Troy Leininger – President
Tim Nielsen - Treasurer
Kyle Norris – Secretary
Craig Thu & Steve Pitt – Trustees
Alan Oppedal & Charles Henningsen – Deacons

In April 2020, Bethany Lutheran/ Lost Island applied for and received a loan/ grant
through the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) from a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). This program was created to help businesses and non-profits who are 501(c)3
and 501 ( c) 19 to help pay for payroll, health care benefits, utility and related costs over a
24 week time period during this Covid-19 pandemic. The program was provided thru Iowa
Trust & Savings Bank. In total the Churches received $20,102.75 to use as part of the PPP
program.
How the program worked was we had to use those funds strictly for payroll, health care
benefits, and utilities. In return, if we can show the bank that we used those funds appropriately, the $20,102.75 would be forgiven and treated as a grant. If the churches would
use some of those funds for other purposes, those other purpose funds would be considered
a 1% loan with Iowa Trust & Savings that would be due on April 15, 2022.
Over the past 12 weeks, the Churches have used those funds in its entirely for the intended
purposes stated in the PPP program. The Churches are waiting for the formal process to
begin at the bank to show that the Churches used the funds appropriately and to turn this
loan into a grant. I am hoping for this process to be finished within the next month. If you
have any questions please forward them to Michael.

As we enter into this time of doing things differently, the stewardship board would
like to let you know that the financial position of both churches is strong over all,
but we need to remind you that though we are not able to meet face to face as a
community of worship, we still have staff to pay, bills to pay and buildings to
maintain. In order to remain financially sound we will need you to keep up your
offering during this time. Offering for Bethany can be dropped off at the church, or
mailed to the office. Offering for Lost Island should be mailed to Tim Nielsen.
If you need to adjust your offering because your work has changed, do not feel bad about doing
so. If you need assistance during this time call Pastor Peter and he will get you connected with
appropriate services. Thank you for all that you do to support our parishes’.
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Lost Island
Sundays at
8:45am

Bethany
Sundays at
10:30am

IN-Person Worship Resumed at Bethany with safety precautions in place.
Sunday Worship (Traditional) at 10:30am
Wednesdays (Worship and Message) at 7:30pm
*Note Communion will not be during services but will continue to be on an
individual basis. Wednesdays at Bethany and Thursdays at Lost Island.
Please continue to take extra measures to keep your distance at church and
follow the CDC guidelines.
Join us 7:30pm on Wednesdays, in person
or Facebook live.
Do you know how to play an instrument?
Keep tempo? Sing?
We would love to have a variety of people of all gifts, talents, and ages to be apart of
Wednesday night worship. Talk to Kristin if you have interest.

Thank you to all who have been involved in worship on Sundays and Wednesdays to bring us the
Good News!
Thank you to all that have continued to give your monetary donations!
Thank you to all that have supported the families whom have lost loved ones recently.
Thank you to all of those that helped move furniture in the church in preparation for the new carpet .
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September 6 Maxine Lashbrook, Elaine Nauss
*Bill & Eleanor Ortman
September 13 Doug & Sherri Ort Family
*Dawn Daniels
September 20 Joyce Froisland, Barb Haack
*Willard & Glenyce Schmeling
September 27 Darlene Naig, Lonnie Naig
*Paul & Teresa Saxton

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts
to God. (Colossians 3:16)
The hymns of the Christian church not only serve us well in our worship and in our teaching but,
they can also offer striking spiritual insight, comfort and counsel.

* Back door greeters please move to front door if no one comes to greet here

Each week reflect on what words reminds you of God’s truth, what words make you stumble, what words make you praise God?
DURING THIS TIME OF COVID-19 WE
PRAY THAT YOU’RE DIGGING INTO
GOD’S WORD & SEEING HIM WORK IN
YOUR DAILY LIVES!

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20
#659 ELW “WILL YOU LET ME
BE YOUR SERVANT”

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6
#558 LBW “EARTH AND
ALL STARS”

Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too

Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Oh, victory! Loud shouting army!
Sing to the Lord a new song!

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 27
#504 LBW “O GOD MY
FAITHFUL GOD”
O God, my faithful God,
true fountain ever flowing,
without whom nothing is,
all perfect gifts bestowing:
give me a healthy frame,
and may I have within
a conscience free from blame,
a soul unstained by sin.

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13
#307 LBW ”FORGIVE OUR
SINS AS WE FORGIVE”
"Forgive our sins as we forgive,"
you taught us, Lord, to pray;
but you alone can grant us grace
to live the words we say.

Share, Encourage, Evaluate, Pray, Express
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September 6
September 13
September 20
September 27

Jacki Ellingrod
Logan Murray
Angie Hetrick
Kristin Rienhardt

ALTAR GUILD:

September

Amy Malm

USHERS:

September 6 Phil Andreasen, Tim Rodemeyer
September 13 David Sidles, Danny Umbrell
September 20 Burdell Naugle, Garwin Anderson
September 27 Michael Jacobson, John Keller
**Volunteers - please be flexible in your roles as we adapt to
COVID-19 Guidelines during worship.**

** Please contact the Office at (712) 852-4450 if you need to switch, change dates,
or if you won’t be here prior to the date you are scheduled. Thank You!

Bethany Funeral Servers For Group III
Joe & Terry Neary, Lon & Linda Twait, Mike & Pam Hermansen Chairpersons
Phil Andreasen
Alice Christensen
Bob & Sheryl Mortenson, Jr

Betty Edwards
Shirley Ezarski
Corey & Stacie Fjetland
Dawn Freeman
Joyce & John Froisland
Ben & Laura Gustafson

Roger Will
Ted & Linda Strohman
Bev Norland
Kristin Rienhardt
Doug & Sherri Ort
Dawn Daniels
Jason & Laura Reinders
Paul & Teresa Saxton
Greg & Ann Sween
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Greg & Rachel Haack
Cordell & Donna Poldberg
Bill Zeigler
Jason & Nicole Sanders
Tonya Peterson
Angelia Moriarity
Laure Miller

BETHANY FUNERAL SERVERS

Refrain
He has done marvelous things.
I too will praise him with a new song!

LECTORS:

VOLUNTEERS-BETHANY

GREETERS:

Friends of Sharing the Dream in Guatemala is a volunteer-based fair trade organization that
works to reduce poverty in Guatemala through collaborative partnerships with Guatemalans.
The partnership includes projects in communities in which we have artisans.

*An opportunity to help those in need for Guatemala can be sent to:
www.sharingthedream.org
Or you can send a check to:
Sharing The Dream
10 W. Main
Vermillion,SD 57069
As they too have been affected by the COVID-19

Please remember and prayerfully consider including Courtney in your prayers and
financial support. Checks should be made to “Bethany Lutheran Church” with a
memo “For the ministry of Courtney Davis, Acct. #305075.”
Courtney’s blog at: cdchronicles.wordpress.com
email address: co.davis@sil.org.pg

ORGANIST

VOLUNTEERSLOST ISLAND

ALTAR GUILD
READERS

Tim Nielsen
September Linda Pitt, Lavonne Mason, Courtney Cooke
Sept 6 Cassie Hersom
Sept 13 Tim Nielsen
Sept 20 Charles Henningsen
Sept 27 Alaire Nielsen

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

Sept 6 Karyn Leininger
Sept 20 Troy Leininger

ACOLYTE

Sept 6 Lydia Hersom
Sept 13 Corrine Cook
Sept 20 Zac Sorenson
Sept 27 Colleen Cook
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Hello Brothers and Sisters,
A new school year.

A new season.

A new way of living.

A new normal.

Change is hard but change is also good. God is continually working on
all of us. Just like a tree’s leaves change colors every fall, so do we.
We all change over time and God wants us to change for Him and His desires.

SEPT 13TH-RALLY SUNDAY TO GO MEAL AND YOUTH BAG PICK UP 5-7PM
SEPT 13TH-SEPT 16TH NOISY OFFERING TO GO TO COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL
SEPT 16TH-YOUTH GROUP KICK OFF (CHECK CALENDAR/LETTER FOR TIMES)
CONFIRMAION RETREAT IS BEING SCHEDULED FOR THOSE GETTING CONFIRMED AT
THE END OF OCTOBER...DETAILS TO COME AND A FOR SURE DATE AND TIME.

All meeting groups are subject to change!

Sunday school classes will be competing verse each other in a food drive throughout the school year. We will
see how many food items they can bring throughout the
year, food will be delivered monthly to UDM.
The CHALLENGE is ON!
NOISY
OFFERING

Compassion
International
September 13th
Drop it off Sept 1316th

WILLING TO
HELP?
SUPPORT,DRIVE,
DONATE,TEACH?
CONTACT
KRISTIN
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SUNDAY
SCHOOL
OFFERING

Mission Blast Information
Mission Blasts were held for 5
consecutive weeks throughout
the months of July and August.
The youth did various projects
and we had a BLAST doing
them. Being that the youth
were not able to go on their mission trip this summer, the decision was made to use the money raised to do mission work in
the community. Some of the funds were used to buy supplies, waters, and treats during those
weeks of mission blasts.
Below is the summary of the funds and distribution:
We sponsored a movie at the theater
$100
Donation to Horizons Unlimited
$100
Donation to Upper Des Moines
$100
Donation to Cherish House
$100
Donation to Feed Our Kids-E’ burg
$100
Donation to Palo Alto Conservation
$100
We had a T-shirt Fundraiser
$493.85
Donation to Neighborly
$247
Donation to Safe Water At Tanzania
$247
We had a To Go Meal which brought in $657 towards the technology fund.

Rally Sunday To Go Meal will by September 13th from 5-7pm. This will be similar to
how the Stop, Drop, & Go Meal went in July. Drive up in front of the church during
that time and pick up meals or call ahead to have it delivered if you are unable to
leave your home.
The Free Will Offering will go to the Radio Fund, which has been a key part of our
ministry here at Bethany during the COVID-19 Pandemic., to be able to reach our congregation members and beyond.

Youth Group:
The youth will be asked to wear masks when entering/in/exiting the building and wash/sanitize
their hands.
Times
SACK (2nd-5th grade) After school for 1.5 hours
Noah’s Classroom
Connect (6th-8th grade) 5:00pm -6:00 pm
Jr High Room
th
LIFE (9 -12th Grade) 8:00pm -9:30pm
High School Room
*Any games or bibles that are used during this time will be put in a “time out-quarantine” bin
for 72 hours before being used again.
*Outdoors activities will happen as much as possible, weather pending. Masks will be worn
while on park playgrounds or in close distancing activities/games.
Confirmation
The youth will be asked to wear masks when entering/in/exiting the building and wash/sanitize
their hands.
1st Year Class: 4-5pm
Fireside Room
*Cleaning/sanitizing will happen in between groups
2nd Year Class: 6-7pm
Fireside Room
*Note: Any food or beverage distribution throughout any youth programs will be individually packaged or wrapped.
*There will be a video explaining the procedure so parents and youth understand.
As of August 23, 2020, we will resume youth programs at Bethany on September 13th & September
16th.
Note: This can change based on data and guidelines in Palo Alto County and direction from the
Iowa Public Health Department as well as the local school district. Also, we will be assessing the
risk of opening in a two week basis, if cases arise rapidly we will shut down in person youth programs and we will resume youth programs online via zoom, live or prerecorded videos.
Please email Kristin with up-to-date parent phone numbers and emails.
We know that this seems like it will never end but this too is a season and it will pass. Remember,
we are the church because the church is not a building it is the people. We want to be a resource and
a place your youth feel safe coming to but also a group of people that can help them grow in faith
daily.
In Christ,
Bethany Reopening Task Force, Bethany Board of Education, & Bethany Youth Board

*During this meal, families with children can stop and get supper and pick up a gift bag
to kick off the school year!
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Dear Parents of Bethany Youth,
We hope this letter finds you well. The last few months has been nothing but different as the COVID
-19 Pandemic has shaken our everyday lives. We have been praying for you during this time that we
have been apart.
We have been planning to reopen Bethany for youth programs with some limitations and expectations. The decision to reopen is one that must be taken with caution, safety, and change. As we
begin to open the church back up for youth programs, the adjustments and recommendations listed
below must be carried out, which are recommended by local health officials, the school district, and
the Center of Disease Control (CDC), to maintain safety amongst all that join us.
As we return to in-person youth programs we want you to know that we care about everyone’s safety.
The things you can expect from us at Bethany, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, will be:
Taking extra measures to clean and sanitize all of church, especially the areas of high traffic.
Cleaning high touch surfaces as much as possible and in between services and allowing extra
time for the cleaning/disinfecting/sanitizing products to work at their best.
The staff and volunteers are doing their best to maintain these procedures to minimize any
spread of COVID-19.
The things we expect you to do for us as your youth come to any programs, in light of COVID-19
pandemic, will be:
Stay home if you are sick or have any of the following symptoms
Symptoms of COVID-19 are fever, cough, loss of taste/smell, shortness of breath or difficult breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, congestion or
runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea.
Maintain social distancing (6 ft)
Face coverings are highly recommended for all youth, such as a cloth mask. If your child
does not have a face covering and would like one, we will provide one and launder it
regularly.
Help stop the spread of germs by carrying out good hygiene:
Wash your hands regularly. If not available use hand sanitizer.
Cough and/or sneeze into a tissue or your elbow.
Avoid touching your face.
To follow the guidelines given by health officials and the CDC this is how in-person youth programs
will look differently:
Sunday School;
Sunday, 9:30am-10:15am
Youth will enter/exit the single front entry door on the south side.
The youth will be asked to wear masks when entering/in/exiting the building and wash/
sanitize their hands before heading to the basement. (All classes will be in the basement to spread all youth in a bigger space.)
All materials will be separated for youth so sharing is limited. All areas will also be disinfected after youth leave and before arriving.
Youth will exit the same way they entered unless staying for church, then they will make
their way to the sanctuary.
*If possible, activities and lessons will be held outdoors.
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CARPET FUND UPDATE

FUNDS ARE STILL NEEDED TO FINISH THE CARPET PROJECT. The
carpet fund has received many nice donations in the past few months. There has been about
$15,000 designated to the project. We also have $10,000 that we are planning to use from the deferred maintenance fund. The total bid is just short of $27,000. As you can see we need about
$6,000 to get this project covered, if this is something you can help with please mail or drop off a
check to the church with the designation of the carpet fund. Thanks and God bless.

Carpet One arrived on Tuesday, August
18th to begin replacing the carpet in the
church.

MEMORIALS

In Memory of Evelyn Mandsager, given by Angie Hetrick for The Foundation
In Memory of Brian Campbell, given by Lon & Linda Twait for Carpet Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Burdell & Barb Naugle for Carpet Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Bob & Diane Steger for Green Space Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Kristin Rienhardt for Radio Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Pat Vician for Radio Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Frank & Marit Veltri for Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Kathy Mehan for Radio Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Elaine Nauss for Radio Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by David & Elaine Sidles for Carpet Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Bev Norland for Green Space Fund
In Memory of Evelyn Mandsager given by Joe & Terry Neary
In Memory of Arden Twaiten given by Marilyn Egland & Greg Egland for the Carpet Fund
In Memory of Brian Campbell given by Marilyn Egland & Greg Egland for the Carpet Fund
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September 2020
SUN

MON

TUE

1

All meeting groups are
subject to change!

WED

2

THU

FRI

SAT

3

4

5

Haily Malm & Joel Hoyman Wedding

7:30PM Wor ship & Message
*Live Streamed

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 First Day of Youth Group

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

8:45 am Lost Island Wor ship
10:15 am LI Sunday School
10:30 am Bethany Wor ship
*Live Streamed

8:45 am Lost Island Wor ship
10:15 am LI Sunday School
10:30 am Bethany Wor ship
*Live Streamed
Noisy offering-Compassion International
WELCA Mtg after Church
5-7pm Rally Sunday To-Go Meal

20

8:45 am Lost Island Wor ship .
9:30-10:15am Bethany Sunday School
10:15 am LI Sunday School
10:30 am Bethany Wor ship
*Live Streamed
Tentative Date #1: Confirmation Retreat
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8:45 am Lost Island Wor ship
9:30-10:15am Bethany Sunday School
10:15 am LI Sunday School
10:30 am Bethany Wor ship
*Live Streamed
Tentative Date #2: Confirmation Retreat

9:00 am Mor ning Quilter s

5:30pm Youth Boar d Meeting
7:30 pm Wor ship & Message
*Live Streamed

Council Meeting 7PM

21

9:00 am Mor ning Quilter s

22

Newsletter Articles Due

28

9:00 am Mor ning Quilter s

10am Assemble Newsletter

8

29

1:30-3PM SACK (2nd-5th)
5-6PM
6PM Connect (6th-8th)
7:30PM Wor ship & Message
*Live Streamed
8-9:30PM
9:30PM LIFE (9th-12th)

3:30-5PM SACK (2nd-5th)
5-6PM
6PM Connect (6th-8th)
7:30PM Wor ship & Message
*Live Streamed
8-9:30PM
9:30PM LIFE (9th-12th)

Danielle Hill & Brian McCubbins Wedding

WIC 9AM

30

3:30-5PM SACK (2nd-5th)
5-6PM
6PM Connect (6th-8th)
7:30PM Wor ship & Message
*Live Streamed
8-9:30PM
9:30PM LIFE (9th-12th)
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